Feedback from IPF
Members...

IPF has Shaped my Life

“several years ago, | was a shy little girl in grade
school and didn'’t feel like | fitted in when fitting
in was so important. | discovered IPF through a
magazine article, intrigued by the notion of
having multicultural friends and finding out
about the world beyond my suburban
hometown.

| joined and wrote to several people my age.
They came from Awustralia, Germany, Brazil,
Malaysia and Croatia. | was never a very
good student, but by becoming exposed to
these different areas of the world, | began
to excel in History, Geography and my
writing and reading skills far surpassed my
grade level. My pen pals gave me an escape
from the harsh world of prejudice and
ignorance in which | was raised. These
girls saw me not for the colour of my
skin, but for the ideas | shared.

Today | still keep in touch with many
of my penfriends. | attended the
wedding of my friend in Spain. | visited my
friend in Brazil during my college years and
my Malaysian friend came to visit me for
two weeks. My experience as a pen pal has
shaped my life. | recently joined the
Peace Corps and while | don't know
where my career goals lie right now,
| do know that they will always
encompass my love for different
cultures, customs and people.”

Jacqueline G. - USA

... Write Around the World!



